MORNING PRAYER
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Raleigh, NC
September 12, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.

THE GATHERING
Officiant

Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of all our hearts be acceptable in your
sight, O Lord, our strength and our redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

Confession of Sin
Officiant

Let us confess our sins to God.
The People may kneel or bow.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in
our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and
the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.
The Officiant announces the Absolution of Sin

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER
Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.
People
And your glory all the day long.
Jubilate
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. (Psalm 100)
Christ our Passover
Alleluia!
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil,
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin,
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death,
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die,
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
(1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

THE LESSONS
Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,*
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
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The Lord God has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backwards.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
All of them will wear out like a garment;
the moth will eat them up.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 116:1-8 (Prayed Responsively)
I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.
Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: *
“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”
Gracious is the LORD and righteous; *
our God is full of compassion.
The LORD watches over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and he helped me.
Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *
for the LORD has treated you well.
For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
I will walk in the presence of the LORD *
in the land of the living.
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James 3:1-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will
be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in
speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of
horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large
that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of
the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest
is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world
of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For
every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless
the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. Thanks be to God.
Mark 8:27-38
Deacon
People

The holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples,
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

The Homily
Period of Silence A marked period of silence follows the Homily.
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The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
O gracious Lord, you have given up your very self to save the world. That we may be empowered to give
up ourselves for one another, we pray: Send us your Spirit, O Lord.
You have made your people equal and free in the baptism of your Son. That we may live joyfully in this
new way, we pray: Send us your Spirit, O Lord.
You call us to take up the cross and follow the way of Christ. That we may serve one another and live in
obedience to your word, we pray: Send us your Spirit, O Lord.
You show to us all the poor and the needy, all the homeless and the hungry. That we may lighten their
load by taking it upon ourselves, we pray: Send us your Spirit, O Lord.
You give us enough that we may share with the needy. That we and all institutions of relief may be
insistent in our care for others, we pray: Send us your Spirit, O Lord.
You come to our aid and heal us with your power. That we may extend your healing to: Rudolph
McEwan, David Myher, Lee Witcher, Audrey Witcher, Deanna Hill, Sophia Vaughan Morning, Marilyn
Adams, Mary Mainwaring, Katie Critcher, Denise Davis, Carmen Reeve, Ramsey Zengbean, James
Barber, Ginny Barber, Betty Johnson, Nancy Halbert, William Nail, and Celia Nail
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You give us new life. That we may celebrate with those who have birthdays this week: Mary Roberts
(13th); Diane Closs (17th); Mirilou Jayes (18th), we pray: Send us your Spirit, O Lord.
You hear our cries and the unspoken prayers of our hearts. [Here other intercessions may be offered.] we
pray: Send us your Spirit, O Lord.
You have surrounded us with saints of every time and place. That we may follow them as they followed
Christ on the way to the cross, we pray: Send us your Spirit, O Lord.
Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in
all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our
Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in
your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Grace
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do,
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Greeting, Announcements, Words of Encouragement and Passing of the Peace
Here, the people may reverently bow or wave in acknowledgment of others; avoiding handshakes and hugs.

The Gathering of Tithes and Offerings
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THE SENDING
The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Officiant
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him
from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:20, 21)

The Rev. Dr. Ruthann Savage-King, Officiant
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